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DETAILED ACTION 
Prosecution History 

The following is provided to clarify the record. 

On 29 June 2001 , applicant filed the instant application, and claimed priority to 
applications 37255/2000 and 372532000, both filed 30 June 2000 in the Republic of 
Korea. The application was published on 3 January 2002 as PG-PUB 2002000251 1 A1 . 

On 2 September 2004, the Examiner issued a restriction requirement. 

On 28 October 2004, applicant elected claims 8-41 with traverse. 

On 13 January 2005, the Examiner rejected claims 8-41 . 

On 31 March 2005, applicant amended each of claims 8-41, added claims 42-50 
and cancelled non-elected claims 1-7. 

On 30 August 2005, the Examiner issued a final rejection of claims 8-50. 

On 30 January 2006, applicant filed an after-final amendment of claims 8, 15, 17, 
18, 21, 49-40, cancelled claims 13, 14 and 20 and requested reconsideration. 

On 14 February 2006, the Examiner issued an Advisory Action. 

On 28 February 2006, Applicant requested continued examination. 

The present Office Action is in response to the request. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
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forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 30 
January 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

On 30 January 2006, applicant amended claims 8, 15, 17, 18, 21, 49 and 50. 
Claims 13, 14 and 20 are cancelled. 

Claims 8-12, 15-19, 21-50 are pending and will be examined. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 

Fig. 7 appears to be described in paragraphs 0065-0066. There is no description 
for Items S141 and S145, although paragraph 0066 appears to describe S145. 
Fig. 14 lacks written description. 

Fig. 15 appears to be described in paragraphs 0086-0087 and refers to steps 
S243a, S243b, S243c, S243d and S243e. Item 143a t in paragraph 0086, appears to 
be an error and should be changed to S243a. 

Fig. 16 appears to be described in paragraphs 0091-0094. In Fig. 16, the line 
extending horizontally to the left of the decision diamond should be changed to read no. 
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In Addition, Fig. 16 refers to steps S245a, S245b, but does not provide a step number 
for the last rectangle, which appears to be described in paragraphs 0091-0093. 

Fig. 17. mentioned in the last sentence of paragraph 0091, is not otherwise 
described. The figure is too dark to be legible and the text appears to be in Hangeul 
characters. See 37 CFR 1.52 concerning language and translation. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. 

The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

The following claims are objected to because of informalities: 
Claim 33 refers to a "...separate graphic program..." It is not clear what is a 
first graphic program that is used as the basis for the separate graphic program. For 
purposes of the Examination, the term will be interpreted to read on any graphic 
program that performs the described function. 
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Claim 40 refers to "...providing an option proportional to a total amount of 
money..." It is not clear what this refers to. For purposes of the Examination, the term 
will be interpreted as a payment term. 

Appropriate correction, if any, is required. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 30 January 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) because they amount 
to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 
pointing out how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the 
references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

For purposes of Examination, "building" is given its broadest reasonable 
interpretation as referring to a physical structure. 

The following rejections apply: 

Claims 8-12, 17-19, 23-38, 42-45, 47-50 are rejected over Korobkin. 
Claims 15-16, 21-22 and 46 are rejected over Korobkin in view of Obata 
Claims 39-41 are over Korobkin in view of Hansen. 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,687 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3625 

Claims 8-12, 15-19, 21-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Korobkin (US 6,912,293). 

As per claim 8, Korobkin discloses method(s) for operating a product selling 
system comprising: 

providing access to a web server of a product selling enterprise through a client 
network. See, for example, at least Abstract, Col. 2, lines 28-50. 

allowing searching for a required product. See, for example, at least Col. 6, 
lines 15-32. 

modeling a three dimensional (3D) image of the required product (see, for 
example, at least Fig. 42(a), Fig. 46 and related text, and Col. 6, lines 28-47) and 

displaying a corresponding 3D image of the required product on a web page 
(see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50, Col. 42, lines 24-31); 

simulating a 3D installation of the product in a venue in which the product is to 
be installed (see, for example, installation of a rug in a living room, as in Col. 41, lines 4- 
32) and 

displaying the simulated 3D installation on the web page as in Col. 42, lines 58- 
Col. 43, line 30), wherein a 3D image of a venue is generated based on [one of} the 
purpose of a building, an inside volume, an estimated number of persons in a room, an 
inside material, a type of ventilation system, an internal structure, or a flow number on 
which the product is to be installed (see, for example, at least Col. 30, lines 1 1-28, 
concerning an internal structure such as a wall) and 
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receiving information required for selling the product if a purchase order for the 
product is received. See, for example, at least Col. 43, lines 31-28. 

Korobkin does not specifically disclose returning to a prior step if a cancel 
order is received. Korobkin discloses combining images to show a consumer an 
image of what a product might look like within the room where the user might place 
the product, if purchased. See, for example, at least Col. 1 , line 64-Col. 2, line 4. 
Korobkin discloses searching and researching products, as in Col. 6, lines 19-27. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to extend Korobkin to disclose returning to a prior step if 
a cancel order is received. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have been motivated to extend Korobkin to disclose returning to a prior 
step if a cancel order is received for the obvious reason that in commerce, customers 
may wish to select alternate product(s) to purchase. Merchants can present other 
products an possibly have the customer purchase one of them. 

Korobkin does not specifically disclose repeating the foregoing steps if a 
request for a search for alternative products is received. Korobkin discloses that a 
user may search for an alternative product, such as a rug or a wood cabinet. See, for 
example, at least Col. 42, lines 13-67. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to extend Korobkin to disclose repeating the foregoing 
steps if a request for a search for alternative products is received. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to extend Korobkin to disclose repeating the foregoing steps if a 
request for a search for alternative products is received for the obvious reason that by 
repeating the steps and reusing computer software, a merchant can reduce the 
amount of software needed for an online store. 

As per claim 9, Korobkin discloses that allowing searching for a required 
product further comprises retrieving information for a plurality of products and 
displaying the plurality of products and related information on the web page. See, for 
example, at least Figs. 46 and 48 and related text. 

As per claim 10, Korobkin discloses that allowing searching for a required 
product further comprises receiving information related to a required product and 
searching for a product that falls within a required specification. See, for example, at 
least references to products 1 specific parameters, as in Col. 8, lines 27-48 Col. 11, 
lines 8-18. 

As per claim 11, Korobkin discloses that information related to the required 
product includes structural information related to an installation site of the product 
(see, for example, at least Col. 8, lines 28-48, Col. 1 1 , lines 8-18, concerning 
dimensions of a product) and an intended use of the product (see, for example, at 
least Col. 39, lines 43-61 , which discuss the intended use of a wooden storage box, 
namely, storage purposes). 
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As per claim 12, Korobkin discloses that a product is a product which is 
intended to be installed and used in a building. See, for example, references to wood 
cabinets, wooden storage box, as in Col. 39, lines 43-61. 

As per claim 17, Korobkin discloses selecting at least one product which 
meets requirements related to the venue information (e.g., living room); and displaying 
a corresponding 3D image of the selected product on the web page after receiving the 
information related to the venue in which the product is to be installed (see, for 
example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41, line 50, where the venue is the room) 

As per claim 18, Korobkin discloses selecting a 3D sample image of at least 
one internal structure of a building which corresponds to the venue information (see, 
for example, at least Figs. 40, 41, 46 and related text) displaying the 3D sample image 
on the web page (see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50. 

As per claim 19, Korobkin discloses receiving information on a venue in which 
the product is to be installed after displaying the corresponding 3D image of the 
required product on the web page (see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , 
line 50). 

As per claim 23, Korobkin discloses selecting at least one product which 
meets requirements related to the venue information (i.e., a living room, for example); 
and displaying a corresponding 3D image of the selected product on the web page 
after receiving information related to the venue in which the product is to be installed 
(see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50, where the venue is the 
room). 
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As per claim 24, Korobkin discloses selecting a 3D sample image of at least 
one internal structure of a building which corresponds to the venue information (.e.g., 
living room, for example) and displaying the 3D sample image on the web page (see, 
for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50. 

As per claim 25, Korobkin discloses simulating a 3D installation and displaying 
the simulated 3D installation on the web page, as noted above. Korobkin does not 
specifically include providing a drag and drop capability by which a 3D image of a 
product may be dragged and dropped onto a 3D image of an internal structure of a 
building displayed on the web page. Official Notice is taken that drag and drop 
functions were old and well known at the time that applicant's invention was made. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to extend Korobkin and knowledge well within the skill of 
one of ordinary skill in the art to disclose providing a drag and drop capability by which 
a 3D image of a product may be dragged and dropped onto a 3D image of an internal 
structure of a building displayed on the web page. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to extend Korobkin and knowledge well within the skill of one of 
ordinary skill in the art to disclose providing a drag and drop capability by which a 3D 
image of a product may be dragged and dropped onto a 3D image of an internal 
structure of a building displayed on the web page for the obvious reason that drag and 
drop functions may permit novices as well as professionals to work faster. 
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As per claim 26, Korobkin discloses simulating a 3D installation and displaying 
the simulated 3D installation on the web page includes providing a 3D movement of 
the 3D product image (as in Fig. 46 and related text, and discussion of interactive user 
navigation. See, for example, at least Fig. 46 and related text. Korobkin does not 
specifically disclose zooming in and out functions. Official Notice is taken that 
zooming in and out were old and well known at the time of applicant's invention. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to include zooming functions. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention was made 
would have been motivated to include zooming functions for the obvious reason that a 
user may wish to see more detailed information of a venue and a product that is being 
purchased prior to actually purchasing the product. 

As per claim 27, Korobkin discloses 3D movement are controlled by at least 
one input device. See at least Fig. 46 and related text, for example, concerning user- 
interactive movement, i.e., via an input device). Korobkin does not disclose zooming 
in and out functions. As in claim 26, Official Notice is taken that zooming in and out 
were old and well known at the time of applicant's invention. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
include zooming functions. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention was made 
would have been motivated to include zooming functions for the obvious reason that a 
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user may wish to see more detailed information of a venue and a product that is being 
purchased prior to actually purchasing the product. 

As per claim 28, Korobkin discloses simulating a 3D installation and displaying 
the simulated 3D installation on the web page further comprises allowing for 
repositioning the 3D product image to adjust an installation position of the product in 
real time. See at least references to interactive navigation by a user, as in Fig. 46 and 
related text. 

As per claim 29, Korobkin discloses that searching for a required product further 
comprises: providing access to a web page based on a classification, a classification is 
based on a purpose of access (see, for example, at least references to merchants' 
catalogs, as Col. 2, lines 5-58, where the purpose of accessing the catalogs is for 
purchasing a product ). Korobkin discloses classifying users into multiple levels, 
including novices and professionals, as in Col. 6, lines 8-27. Korobkin does not 
specifically disclose selectively providing products and related information based on the 
classification. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to extend Korobkin to disclose selectively providing products 
and related information based on the classification (novice, professional, etc.). One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been motivated 
to extend Korobkin to disclose selectively providing products and related information 
based on the classification (novice, professional, etc.) for the obvious reason that 
experts, including professionals, may wish to access advanced functions to perform 
their work quicker, while novices may wish to work without time constraints. By 
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permitting access according to user classifications, the web merchant may customize 
virtual areas for particular groups, making it easier to purchase products. 

As per claim 30, Korobkin discloses providing a first set of information for an 
individual, non-expert classification (See, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 8-14) and 
providing a second set of information on a plurality of products and receiving additional 
information for an expert classification (see, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 15-48) 
wherein the second set of information is more detailed than the first set of information 
(professional CAD development tools are more detailed than 2D image and 3D models 
provided to novices). 

As per claim 31, Korobkin discloses that the second set of information includes 
the first set of information. Professional CAD development tools include first set of 
information such 2D image and 3D models. 

As per claim 32, Korobkin discloses enabling a 3D graphic representation of a 
selected building by using a graphic program in communication with the web page 
when a request for a types of buildings option is received; and placing a selected 
product into the enabled 3D graphic representation of a selected building for 
simulation of installation. See, for example, at least Figs. 6, 7 and related text, as well 
as Figs. 31-33 for placing a selected product, such as a rug, in the structure. 

As per claim 33, Korobkin discloses receiving drawings of a building (see 
references to importing and uploading, as above); representing the building in a 3D 
graphic image (see, for example, at least Col. 7, lines 3-50, importing or uploading 
images to the network); using a separate graphic program in communication with the 
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web page (see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50, Col. 42, lines 24- 
31); and placing a 3D graphic image of a selected product into the 3D graphic image 
of the building for simulation of installation. See, for example, at least Figs. 31-33 and 
related text. 

As per claim 34, Korobkin discloses comparing information related to a 
plurality of products stored in a data base to design drawings of a building; and 
selecting a product and fitting the product to an internal structure of the building on the 
design drawings. See, for example, references to catalogs provided by merchants, as 
in Col. 2, lines 83-50, and to fitting different rugs into an internal structure such as a 
room, as in Figs. 31-33 and related text. 

As per claim 35, Korobkin discloses receiving file(s) containing design 
drawings which have been converted into data (see, for example, at least Col. 7, lines 
3-50, importing or uploading images to the network). Korobkin does not specifically 
disclose transmitting the product fit to the internal structure in an e-mail. Official 
Notice is taken that email and attachments were old and well known at the time of 
applicant's invention. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to extend Korobkin and knowledge that was 
well within the skill of one of ordinary skill to disclose transmitting the product fit to the 
internal structure in an e-mail. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made would have been motivated to extend Korobkin and knowledge that was 
well within the skill of one of ordinary skill to disclose transmitting the product fit to the 
internal structure in an e-mail for the obvious reason that email provides a quick way 
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to communicate and upload drawings, thereby shortening the amount of time to carry 
out business. 

As per claim 36, Korobkin discloses that fitting the product to the internal 
structure of the building includes applying the product to the design drawings of the 
building that have been converted into data, as noted above. 

Korobkin does not specifically disclose transmitting the product fit to the 
internal structure in an e-mail. Official Notice is taken that email and attachments 
were old and well known at the time of applicant's invention. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
extend Korobkin and knowledge that was well within the skill of one of ordinary skill to 
disclose transmitting the product fit to the internal structure in an e-mail. One of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been motivated 
to extend Korobkin and knowledge that was well within the skill of one of ordinary skill 
to disclose transmitting the product fit to the internal structure in an e-mail for the 
obvious reason that email provides a quick way to communicate and upload drawings, 
thereby shortening the amount of time to carry out business. 

As per claim 37, Korobkin discloses selecting a product and fitting the product 
to the internal structure of the building includes simulating an application of a product 
to the internal structure of a building on the design drawings, and displaying the 
simulation on a web page (see, for example, at least Col. 40, line 65-Col. 41 , line 50). 

As per claim 38, Korobkin does not specifically disclose storing client 
information required for a purchase in a data base when a purchase order is received 
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by the web server of the product selling enterprise. However, Korobkin discloses 
order transaction system in an E-commerce merchandise visualization environment, 
as in Col. 38, line 8-Col. 40, line 65. Korobkin discloses ordering a product, as in Col. 
43, lines 32-40. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to extend Korobkin to disclose storing client information 
required for a purchase in a data base when a purchase order is received by the web 
server of the product selling enterprise. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made would have been motivated to extend Korobkin to disclose storing 
client information required for a purchase in a data base when a purchase order is 
received by the web server of the product selling enterprise for the obvious reason 
that it is important to keep track of purchase orders, preferably in a database, since 
the information would be readily available when it comes to paying taxes on goods 
sold by a merchant. 

As per claim 42, Korobkin discloses that the product comprises one of a 
heating/cooling appliance, an electronic appliance, a sink, a cupboard, furniture, 
lighting fixtures, interphones, elevators, or escalators. See, for example, Col 1, lines 
64-Col. 2, line 4. 

As per claim 43, Korobkin discloses that the product comprises a home 
appliance. See, for example, references to refrigerators, as in Col 1 , lines 64-Col. 2, 
line 4. 
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As per claim 44, Korobkin discloses performing a calculation based on 
information provided and selecting an appropriate product based on a result of the 
calculation. See, for example, at least Col. 14, lines 35-54 concerning calculations, 
and Figs. 31-33 and related text for placement of rungs in an interior structure. 

As per claim 45, Korobkin does not specifically disclose that the related 
information comprises a model number of the selected product. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
related information such as model number of a selected product, such as a model 
number for a refrigerator. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have been motivated to include related information such as model 
number of a selected product, such as a model number for a refrigerator for the 
obvious reason that a model number provides an identifier used to obtain related 
information concerning the product, such as weight, size and capacity. 

As per claim 47, Korobkin discloses that the building comprises an existing 
structure. See, for example, at least references to pre-existing structures, at least Col. 
13, lines 18-33). 

As per claim 48, Korobkin discloses that the building comprises a structure 
which has not yet been built. See, for example, at least references to new structures, 
as in Col. 18, lines 32-54. 

As per claim 49, Korobkin discloses method(s) for selling a product, 
comprising: 
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providing access to a web server of a product selling enterprise (See, for 
example, at least Abstract, Col. 2, lines 28-50); 

searching for a required product (See, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 15-32); 

providing a first set of information related to the required product for an 
individual, non-expert classification. See, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 1-14, 
concerning non-experts such as a novice audience. 

providing a second set of information related to the required product for an 
expert classification. See, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 15-19, concerning 
professional CAD development and collaboration. 

simulating a three dimensional (3D) installation of the required product (see, 
for example, installation of a rug in a living room, as in Col. 41 , lines 4-32) and 

displaying the simulated installation on a web page. See, for example, at least 
Col. 30, lines 1 1-28, Col. 42, lines 58-Col. 43, line 30). 

As per claim 49, Korobkin does not specifically disclose: 

• receiving an appropriate classification from a plurality of classifications based on a purpose 
of access and a level of expertise. 

• receiving additional information related to installation requirements for the required product 
including drawings of a building into which the required product is to be installed. 

• repeating the searching, providing, receiving, and simulating steps until a purchase order is 
placed. 

Each of these limitations is addressed below. 

Korobkin discloses use of the system by what he classifies as novices and 
professionals. See, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 8-26. Korobkin does not 
specifically disclose receiving an appropriate classification from a plurality of 
classifications based on a purpose of access and a level of expertise. It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
extend Korobkin to disclose receiving an appropriate classification from a plurality of 
classifications based on a purpose of access and a level of expertise. One of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been motivated to 
extend Korobkin to disclose receiving an appropriate classification from a plurality of 
classifications based on a purpose of access and a level of expertise for the obvious 
reason that professionals and novices may have different needs and skill levels. 

Korobkin discloses receiving additional information related to installation 
requirements for the required product including drawings of a room or home into which 
the required product is to be installed. See, for example, at least Fig. 40 and text. 

Korobkin does not specifically disclose receiving additional information related 
to installation requirements for the required product including drawings of a building 
into which the required product is to be installed. Official Notice is taken that rooms 
are often in buildings, and that homes are often buildings. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to extend Korobkin 
to disclose receiving additional information related to installation requirements for the 
required product including drawings of a building into which the required product is to 
be installed. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have been motivated to extend Korobkin to disclose receiving additional information 
related to installation requirements for the required product including drawings of a 
building into which the required product is to be installed for the obvious reason that a 
customer may wish to see the overall effect of a product on his home. 
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Korobkin discloses that a user may search for an alternative product, such as a 
rug or a wood cabinet. See, for example, at least Col. 42, lines 13-67. Korobkin 
discloses searching for a product at alternate merchant sites and purchasing a 
product, as in Col. 43, lines 32-38. Korobkin does not specifically disclose repeating 
the searching, providing, receiving, and simulating steps until a purchase order is 
placed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to extend Korobkin to disclose repeating the searching, providing, 
receiving, and simulating steps until a purchase order is placed. One of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made would have been motivated to extend 
Korobkin to disclose repeating the searching, providing, receiving, and simulating 
steps until a purchase order is placed for the obvious reason that by doing so, a 
merchant can increase the possibility of making a sale, possibly making more money. 

As per claim 50, Korobkin discloses representing the building in a 3D graphic 
image based on the drawings received (see, for example, at least Figs. 6, 7 and reatled 
text); and positioning a 3D graphic image of a selected product in the 3D graphic image 
of the building and simulating an installation of the product in the building (see, for 
example, at least Figs. 31-33 and related text concerning placement of a selected rug in 
a room of a building. 

Claims 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Korobkin (US 6,912,293) in view of Hansen (US 7,043,457). 

As per claim 39, Korobkin does not specifically disclose that client information 
required for a purchase includes a type of product, a quantity of products, and a 
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delivery due date of the product. These limitations are disclosed by Hansen (US 
7043457), as in Col. 5, line 48-Col. 6, line 3, for example. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine Korobkin and Hansen to disclose that client information required for a 
purchase includes a type of product, a quantity of products, and a delivery due date of 
the product. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have been motivated to combine Korobkin and Hansen to disclose that client 
information required for a purchase includes a type of product, a quantity of products, 
and a delivery due date of the product for the obvious reason that the information is 
important to transact a purchase. Without the information, a merchant would not be 
able to discern what a customer is purchasing, or how many units of an item, or when 
to deliver the items, making it difficult to carry out commerce on the Web. 

As per claim 40, Korobkin does not specifically disclose providing an option 
proportional to a total amount of money involved when the product selling enterprise 
receives the client information required for a purchase. This limitation is interpreted as 
noted above, i.e., as payment terms. The feature is disclosed by Hansen, as in Col. 8, 
lines 38-50. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Korobkin and Hansen to disclose additional 
payment terms. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have been motivated to combine Korobkin and Hansen to disclose additional 
payment terms for the obvious reason that business transactions may be modified 
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according to terms of a sale. Other terms common in the art include certain 
percentage discount if a total is paid within 30 days, for example. 

As per claim 41, Korobkin discloses that the option includes at least one of a 
discount ratio proportional to a total amount of money involved, separate goods, a 
cash rebate, and a discount ratio applicable when purchasing a product of the product 
selling enterprise and other enterprises associated with the product selling enterprise. 
See, for example, in Hansen, at least Col. 6, line 54-Col. 9, line 20, concerning 
purchase-negotiation process, calculation of normalized price data. See also at least 
Col. 8, lines 51-67, concerning purchase-negotiation and obtaining a lower market 
price. 

Claims 15-16, 21-22 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Korobkin (US 6,912,293) in view of Obata (US 6,390,063). 

As per claims 15 and 16, Korobkin discloses volumetric calculations based in 
input parameters, as in Col. 8, lines 28-47. Korobkin also discloses selecting products 
from merchant's catalogs according to venue in which products are to be installed, as 
in Figs. 31-33 and related text. Korobkin does not specifically disclose that the 
information related to the venue in which the product is to be installed includes an 
allowable load, receiving the allowable load when information related to the venue in 
which the product is to be installed is received; selecting a product which is 
appropriate for the allowable load; and displaying the appropriate product and related 
information. These limitations are taught by Obata et al., US 6390063). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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combine Korobkin and Obata to disclose that information related to the venue in which 
the product is to be installed includes an allowable load. One of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made would have been motivated to combine 
Korobkin and Obata to disclose that information related to the venue in which the 
product is to be installed includes an allowable load for the obvious reason that some 
venues require such measurements, for example, when installing heavy equipment, it 
is important to know ahead of time that the floor will withstand the load of a product so 
that the product will not break through to lower floors, possibly hurting occupants of 
the lower venue. 

Claims 21-22 are rejected on the same grounds as claims 15-16. 

As per claim 46, Korobkin discloses that the product comprises a home 
appliance. See, for example, references to refrigerators, as in Col 1, lines 64-Col. 2, 
line 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,687 



Page 24 



Art Unit: 3625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
James Zurita /O £- 
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